
 

 

Requests to Delay Entry to the Reception Year  
in Magna Learning Partnership Schools 

 
 

This guidance applies to the following schools: 
 

• Amesbury Primary School 
• Amesbury Archer Primary School 
• Bemerton St John Primary School 
• Morgan’s Vale and Woodfalls Academy 
• Old Sarum Primary School 
• Pembroke Park Primary School 
• The New Forest Primary School 

  
Most children join Reception at the beginning of Term 1 (September).  However, children do not 
have to start full-time education at school until the term after their fifth birthday. If a parent/carer is 
considering a request for delaying of their child’s admission to Reception at a Magna Learning 
Partnership primary school, they should discuss the implications with the school concerned.  It is 
important to note that parents/carers of summer born children do not have a right to enter their 
child into a different year group, they simply have a right to request that their child is considered for 
education outside of their year group.   
 
Magna Learning Partnership primary schools take children of four and five years old with a whole 
range of abilities at the beginning of the school year, starting in the Reception class.  Teachers are 
used to adapting the school day and all activities and learning involved in the first year at school to 
meet a range of children’s needs, including those that are the youngest in the year group.  If you 
want to know more about one of our schools, we recommend that you arrange a meeting and ask 
what they can do to ensure that your child can settle well. By giving the school all the necessary 
information about your child in advance, sharing in your child’s experience of school and keeping in 
close contact with your child’s class teacher throughout the first terms, your child should settle 
happily into school. 
 
Most children born between 1 September and 31 December will start school at the beginning of the 
school year in September but their parent/carer may decide to start them at school at the beginning 
of Term 3 (January); classified as deferred entry. Similarly, most children born between 1 January 
and 31 March will also start school at the beginning of Term 1 but their parent/carer may decide to 
start them at school at the beginning of Term 3 (January) or Term 5 (April); classified as deferred 
entry.  
  
Summer born children are defined as those born from the beginning of April to the end of August 

and are children who reach their fifth birthday no later than 31 August  
  

The parent/carer of a summer born child may decide that their child should not start school until 
they are chronologically of Year 1 age; classified as delayed entry. However, any Reception place 
offered cannot just be held until the following September.   The parent/carer concerned would need 
to apply for a place for their child for entry the following September and, unless the parent/carer 
would like their child to enter Year 1, they need to request Magna Learning Partnership’s permission 
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for their child to be considered for a place in Reception instead.  The parent/carer of a child who is 
eligible for admission to school in the September but whose child does not have to start full time 
education until the following September, and who wants them to start Reception rather than Year 1, 
should make their request as early as possible. Note that nationally, requests for delayed entry tend 
to come from parents of children born in the later summer months, that is July and August. 
 
To request a delayed admission, parents/carers must apply for a space during the standard 
application process timeline for their child’s chronological age group, stating their reasons for 
requesting delayed entry to the following year.  Relevant information and an application form can be 
found on the Wiltshire Council website: https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/1685/Forms-guides-
and-policy-documents   
 
Once the relevant form has been received by the Wiltshire Council Admissions Team, Magna 
Learning Partnership will be contacted to understand whether they are willing to accept an out of 
year group application in the next academic year.  Magna Learning Partnership’s Admissions 
Committee will take into account the views of the Headteacher of the school concerned.  Factors 
that may be considered by Magna Learning Partnership are: 
 

• The extent to which a child’s delayed social, emotional or physical development is adversely 
affecting their readiness for school (evidence will be required and this may include parental 
views);  

• Where relevant, the child’s medical history and the views of a medical professional 
(evidence will be required); 

• If a child has been born prematurely, the fact that they may have naturally fallen into the 
lower age group if they had been born on their expected date of birth (evidence will be 
required);  

  
If your request is agreed, your application will be withdrawn and you will need to make a fresh 
application for the following school year by the National Deadline date of 15 January annually.  No 
weight may be added to the application owing to the application being delayed. Similarly, Magna 
Learning Partnership will not give a lower priority for admission on the basis that the application is 
outside of year group. 
 
If your request to delay entry is not ageed there is no right of appeal against the decision. 
 

If a parent/carer is considering a request for either delaying or deferring their child’s admission to 
Reception at a Magna Learning Partnership primary school, they should discuss the implications 

with the school concerned, ideally in the September before the application is made. 
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